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STATEMENT TO
SENATE, No. 1839

with committee amendments

'STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: JANUARY_ 2, 2-00i

. The Senatc Health Comm1ttee reports favorably a.nd w1th o

committes amendments Senate Bill No. 1839,
-As amended by the comm_tttee this bill requu'es ‘hospital, medlca.l

E a.nd health service corporaﬁons, individual, small employer and large

group insurers and -health maintenance organizations’ to provide
coverage for certain specialized mfant formulas, In.fants wha suffer

from multiple food protem mtolerance and -are mot responswa to .
standard non-cow mﬂk—based formulas Yequirs specialty formulas The.

cost of these specialty formulas, such as Neocate, is more than two

’and a half times the .average cost of standard mfant formulas

Although these spccialty formulas are only administered under a

physmmn s SuporV1s1on, they are not classified as prescription drugs_
The oomm.tttee amended the bill to limit coverage for spec1allzed"_

‘infant formulas to plans that offer ' prescription drug beneﬂts and to
infants-who have been diagnosed with mulﬁple food protcm tolerance
and have not: rospondcd to trials of staridard non-cow milk-based

formulas, including soybean and goat milk, Committee amendments
also allow coverage for specialized infant formulas to be subj ectto
. utilization review, including periodic revmw, of the continued modmal
: necess1ty of the specialized infant formula. The comettoe amendod.
the bill to change the’ effec’uve date from Jm.medlately to 60 days.

¥ followmg enactmont of the bill.
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